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Visions For Vets and their mission is a noble one. Their mission focuses on enriching and
preserving the lives of Military Veterans, empowering those who served by utilizing the
powers of the visual arts. V4V aims to build bridges to incorporate Veterans back into
the community and offer avenues of employment in a fun, positive, safe, and encouraging
environment. They currently share a space at Fontbonne University and are in the process
of looking for a more permanent home (at the time this letter was written). But just
designating a space for a valued service like they administer, I think, is an added value to
the community.

The plan I've drawn out includes up to nine retail spaces, three restaurants/bars, and

two specialty snack shops. I based this amount on places like downtown Maplewood,
Kirkwood, the Delmar Loop, and even a little on retail strips malls — shops clustered
together in a faux “main street” row with street parking and charm. While I specifically
have not designated it, upper floors of these buildings could be rented out as office spaces or
lofts, but I envision at least 2-story buildings for the retail spaces. Inviting sidewalks are the
key to foot traffic along the main avenue. I would also suggest that due the nighttime draw
of consumers to the area due to the entertainment venue, retail tenants would be expected

to have evening hours. Closing no earlier than 8:00 pm would be beneficial.

My plan envisions two specialty snack shops. These snack shops are destinations in and of
themselves. Consider places like Maplewood’s Strange Donuts or Boardwalk Waffles & Ice
Cream, Small Cakes in Kirkwood, Ted Drewes, Gus’ Pretzels, the Kolache Factory, and
more. All of these unique snack shops draw people to an area if only just once so they can
say they’ve tried it. The restaurants may also have the same effect.

Also included in my site design are designated open courtyard/walkway spaces. For this
idea, these open spaces add sight-lines to the entertainment venue and retail spaces from
the largest public parking area. As well as general foot traffic they could also be used for
seasonal open-air markets and events such as farmers’ markets, Christkindlmarkets, art
and craft fairs, etc. Food truck events could also be planned along the inner cross road and
these open areas would allow space to eat and mingle as well as easy access to the main

retail avenue.

Because I am not a landscape designer and unfamiliar with the terrain behind the old
Crestwood Mall structure (except what I can see using Google Earth) the boundary of
the park I included (especially on the east) is based on Urban Street Group’s site plan
from May 2017, however, I did not duplicate the features they included (like the zip line,
ropes course, and climbing walls) except for the bike path and prairie grass. Other than
pointing out the need for an open area behind the theater and indicating a play area, I have
not given much attention to opportunities in the park areas except for one pie-in-the-sky
idea to connect the bike path directly to Grant’s Trail via access along eastern the edge of
Crestwood Elementary School. This would require permissions and variances and several
other things including a bridge over the creek to be built, I am sure, but including a park
and bike path so close to the Grant’s Trail just seemed to call out for a direct connection
and I thought it wouldn’t hurt to suggest it.
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WHAT I LACK

I realize I lack the expertise to understand the feasibility of what I've proposed based on site

locations, utilities, land elevation, drainage, zoning, and traffic among other things. Giving
that this now demolished location is practically a clean slate, I thought it wouldn’t hurt to
get my ideas down on paper — even pie-in-the-sky ideas like connecting a park bike path
directly to Grant’s Trail.

While it would be humbling if any of these ideas are considered, I fully expect them to be
flawed. Maybe I've indicated too many retail spaces or maybe the office space is too big

to possibly fill. I expect a wide range of comments. I also expect there will be community
members and leaders who won't like some of these ideas and those that may also discourage
them completely. I'm okay with that as long as someone looks at it with the hopes that
maybe this idea can simply just start a bigger conversation.

I also realize I lack an understanding of where the money to build any of this would come
from. I speculate that some entity would fund the construction of the property and then
the purchase or rental of the various locations reimburses the builders/owners (along with
other stuff like TIF), but a community-owned entertainment complex probably has a
different type of financial road to travel. I realize that I don’t know. But in my line of work,
often decisions makers and people in general simply need to see something before they
can/will comment or commit. That is all I am doing here — supplying “something” to see
and discuss.

In the end, I think, we are all just wanting to see some sort of progress and future planning.
We all just seem to want someone to have an answer to the big burning question, “So,
what’s going on with that Crestwood Mall redevelopment?”

SUMMARY

Thank you for your time reading and reviewing this letter. While I would appreciate a
response, I know no one is obligated to do so. But please understand also, I don’t just want
to toss this message over the fence and hope someone runs with it. I’d like to continue being
a part of the process. I have completed and submitted the Board/Commission Volunteer
Form, but I am curious if there is (or was there ever) a citizen’s board or committee to
specifically assist in the Crestwood Mall redevelopment process?

My husband and I are happy we moved to Crestwood and we plan to live here for the
rest of our lives. But I want to do more than just live here. I would like to be a part of the
community, to help make it strong and proud.

Thank you, again.

Angela Sebben
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